
 

 

 

 

  

 

 The Chat 
  
Lakeland Audubon Society                               November 2017 

Dr. David Mickelson, Professor Emeritus and Senior Scientist, Department of Geoscience, will describe how 
Wisconsin's landscape came to be what it is today, with an emphasis on Southern Wisconsin. At times in 
the past, glaciers have covered more than two thirds of Wisconsin, and the area covered by the last 
glaciation exhibits excellent examples of glacial topography.   Wisconsin was chosen as the location of the 
Ice Age National Scenic Trail and the Ice National Age Scientific Reserve mostly for that reason.  Our most 
recent glaciation was the Wisconsin glaciation, and it was responsible for many of the glacial landforms we 
see today.  Only Southwestern Wisconsin, the Driftless Area, was never glaciated and its deep valleys and 
narrow ridges result from millions of years of stream erosion. 

Much of Dr. Mickelson’s research has centered on glacial geology. He has done research on modern 
glaciers and glacial deposits in Sweden and Norway, Argentina, China, Alaska, the Rocky Mountains, New 
England, and the Midwest. His continuing research interest has been the glacial deposits and the glacial 
history of Wisconsin. He has served on the Board of Directors of the Ice Age Trail Alliance since 2010. He is 
the first author of the book Geology of the Ice Age National Scenic Trail published by the University of 
Wisconsin Press in late 2011.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This program will be given on Tuesday, November 28, at 7 pm at the Lion’s Field House in Williams Bay.  It 

is free and open to the public.  Refreshments will be served before and after the meeting. 

 

 

November 28 Meeting 

Genesis of the Southern Wisconsin Landscape 
 

Directions 
The Lions Field House is located 

0.4 miles north of Geneva Street 

in Williams Bay on Highway 67.  

Turn on Stark Road on the west 

side of Highway 67, across from 

Kishwauketoe Nature 

Conservancy.  Turn right at the 

next intersection to go to the 

parking lot.   

The glaciers formed many of Wisconsin’s 15000 lakes. Come to the 

meeting and learn how this happened. Photo from D. Mickelson. 
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Upcoming Programs and Events 

         December 16, 2017: Lake Geneva Christmas Bird Count  
 The 118th Audubon Christmas count is rapidly approaching. Christmas bird 
counts  are to be held between December 14th and January 5th annually. This year 
the Lakeland Audubon group will be conducting our count on Saturday December 
16th. The count area is a actually a circle that is divided into nine territories. The 
center of the circle is situated over Lake Como. Within the 9 territories there will be 
people on foot and by car counting all the birds they see and hear. We also have 
people who count the birds at their feeders. The majority of the count is done by car 
with some walking. 
 The Audubon Christmas Bird Count web site provides a wealth of 
information. 
Lakeland Audubon has binoculars to use during the count if you need a pair.   
We also will be meeting after the count at the Atrium on Cherry street in Williams 
Bay to eat and go over preliminary results. If you've never done a Christmas bird 
count I strongly urge you to join us for a day of birds and camaraderie.  
    Please contact me, Lisa Granbur, by email at parula13@sbcglobal.net.  I can also be  
contracted by calling or texting my cell at 312-354-0199.  
  
   -January 23,2018: Don Waller - "Causes & Consequences of Deer Overabundance" 
   -February 27,2018: Lawrence and Emily Scheunemann - "Wolf Tracking in 
                                      Northern Wisconsin" 
   -March 27, 2018: Kathi and Michael Rock - "Gardening for Hummingbirds" 
    * * 

 

     LAS   2017   Bird   Seed   Sale   Report                             
By Dick Bowman 

THANKS   AGAIN   TO   EVERYONE 

You did it again.  Our sales were $3,750.50 producing a profit of $1,549.27.  
People were very generous giving $570.00 in donations. 

The profit from the Bird Seed sale is what makes possible the           --  
 “Audubon Adventure” kits we give to 28 classrooms and the excellent 
speakers we have at our meetings.                                                                                 
 LAS also makes donations to Kishwauketoe Nature Conservancy,the 
Crane Foundation, Fellow Mortals, and Valley of Kings.  

Special thanks go to Harvey Larson, Pat Parsons, Kevin Dickey, and Lisa Granbur, 
for their help on Saturday.  Those 50# bags don’t get any lighter.   

All the birds and I thank you for your help.  Happy Birding!!! 

   * * 

           Our Bird Seed Sale Chairman is Moving To Illinois 

Dick Bowman (and Jane) will be moving in December to Illinois. We will miss 
them terribly. Dick has done such a superior job managing our seed sales and 
keeping us financially strong.  He made sure he wrapped up this year’s sale 
before he turned over the books. We wish them well in their new adventure. 
  
Of course that means we will be seeking a new volunteer to assist in sustaining a 
strong seed sale program (August to October). 
     President Harvey Larson 
 

 

 



Power Sports and Wildlife Don’t Go Together 
Wisconsin DNR approves plans that allow ATVs and off-road motorcycles to be used in the Northern Highland 

American Legion State Forest. 

By Kevin Dickey, Conservation Chairman - Lakeland Audubon Society

 
Our state’s remaining forests, prairies and waters are great assets that should be cherished and protected. 

Exposing them to the effects of off-road vehicle use is almost the complete opposite of doing that. Yet that’s just 

what the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources is planning to do to one of Wisconsin’s largest forest areas, 

one that provides vital habitat for birds and many other species of wildlife. It is true that one of the biggest reasons 

our state forests were established was to provide recreational opportunities for people. But developing a trail 

system that will snake through the forest causing destruction to wildlife habitat and prevent almost all other use of 

the land is taking that principle too far. The other reasons the state had for establishing the state forests should be 

considered when major changes for land use are proposed. Those reasons were timber sources, air quality and 

providing habitat for wildlife. Are those reasons still legitimate today? I certainly think so.  

 

Having seen first hand what these types of changes or so called additions do to a forested landscape, there is no 

way I can view them as positive. In a large county park near where I live, mountain bike trails were cut all through 

the park’s woodlands. Miles of trails now snake through nearly every acre as if that's what a woodland was for and 

nothing else. This system of trails is so consumptive and inconsiderate of other park visitors that it bothers me to 

think about it. But I do still think about it and one of the things that irks me is knowing the county got assistance 

from the National Parks Service to establish the park and perform restoration work on the land, work that I’m sure 

cost a considerable amount of money. This work is being undone by the changes that have been made to this park 

within the last few years. It’s really a shame in my opinion and it has been difficult for me to see it happen. 

 

The changes that are planned for the Northern Highland American Legion State Forest will undo ecological and 

land restoration work that has been done by conservationists of the generations preceding ours. It was these 

conservationists that had the foresight to plant the seeds that became the wonderful natural resource that our 

state parks and forests are today. In light of this recent news, I can’t help but ask the following questions: What is 

the primary function or actual purpose of the Wisconsin DNR? Are they in charge of oversight, management and 

protection of the state's natural resources or are they mainly focused with managing them so they can be used and 

in an increasing number of instances abused for recreational use? Why is it that our state’s DNR can’t leave certain 

recreational activities like powersports and RV use up to private industry to provide opportunities for use? If the 

DNR keeps on the path that they are following, the day will come when a birdwatcher or naturalist visits one of our 

state forests, they will find themselves in a motocross or RV park instead of the scenic and relaxing area they were 

originally meant to be.  

 

Not all of the blame for this mismanagement should fall on the DNR. There was a state law that was passed in 2015 

that requires the DNR to permit off-road vehicles on state owned properties. This is clearly accommodating or 

catering to a special interest group because for so many years the state has trusted the DNR’s decision of not 

allowing off-road vehicle use on state owned and DNR managed property. All of us who are concerned about bird 

conservation should oppose such laws that only represent the interests of what is still a relatively small group of 

people and ignores the interests and concerns of a much broader and larger group of people that are truly 

concerned for the well-being of our state’s natural resources. I can only hope that this will shed light on the fact 

that we all need to be more thoughtful with our votes when it comes to electing lawmakers.     
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Lakeland Audubon Society, Inc. 
Box 473 

Elkhorn, WI  53121 

The Chat is the newsletter of the Lakeland Audubon Chapter of the 
National Audubon Society, P.O. Box 473, Elkhorn, WI  53121.  
Subscription is $10 per year for printed copies sent by US mail.  

Lakeland Audubon Society  
Chapter Newsletter 

 
Please send me a printed copy of The Chat for $10.00 per 

calendar year or $1.00 per month. 
 

Name(s):_____________________________ 

Address:_____________________________ 

City:___________ State:___  Zip:_____-___ 

Telephone (optional): _________________ 

     E-mail (optional): ____________________ 

 

Send to:  LAS,  P.O. Box 473,  Elkhorn,  WI   53121 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

E-mail, Anyone?  
 
If you’d prefer to receive your copy of The Chat via e-mail, 
please contact “ lakelandaudubon@gmail.com”  and 
remember that e-mail saves paper and postage = $$$!  
Thanks! 

 

 

 

 

This tear-shaped low hill in the foreground is a drumlin, 

formed by a glacier.  There are many drumlins in parts of 

Wisconsin.  Join us for the presentation by Dr. Mickelsome 

to learn more about drumlins and how they are formed. 

  

   Photo from Dr. Mickelson.  


