
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

The Chat 
  
Lakeland Audubon Society                               October 2017 

Formed by the glaciers of the last Ice Age, Horicon Marsh was a hunting ground for Native Americans for over 10,000 

years.  However, in the past 150 years this marsh has been dammed and flooded to create a vast lake, over hunted 

by market hunters, and then ditched and drained to convert to agricultural purposes. 

Today, Horicon Marsh is a restored wetland hosting over 300 species of birds and attracting thousands of people 

interested in wildlife.  This marsh has been recognized as a "Globally Important Bird Area" and a "Wetland of 

International Importance".    

This program is an overview of the geology, history, wildlife and ecological concerns for maintaining the health and 

integrity of this vast wetland.  Bill Voelkert, who worked as naturalist at Horicon Marsh for 27 years, will present this 

program at 7 pm at the Lions Field House in Williams Bay. 

The program is free and open to the public.  Refreshments will be served before and after the meeting. 

 

October 24 Meeting 

The History and Ecology of Horicon Marsh 

 

Directions 
The Lions Field House is located 0.4 

miles north of Geneva Street in 

Williams Bay on Highway 67.  Turn 

on Stark Road on the west side of 

Highway 67, across from 

Kishwauketoe Nature Conservancy.  

Turn right at the next intersection to 

go to the parking lot.  

Left: Photo provided by Bill Volkert. 

 

Order your birdseed now!  Deadline, Wednesday October 11.  See Page 3. 
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Birding in Our Neck of the Woods 
by Wayne Rohde 

 

As the colder months approach it’s only natural, I suppose, that we see a corresponding 

decrease in birding activity.  The onset of late fall, to say nothing of the long winter season 

ahead, tends to drive many of us ever deeper into our homes.  Nevertheless, the birds 

themselves are still present … and very much active! 

What’s Happening in October… 

Would you believe me if I told you that I haven’t seen as much as a single bird in southern 

Wisconsin recently. 

If not, you may not know (or may have simply forgotten) that our family generally spends the 

final week of September and the opening week of October camping Up North during the color 

season each fall.  And if all is going according to plan this year, we’ll be spending this year’s 

“Fall Trip North” in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, at places like Pictured Rocks National 

Lakeshore and Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park - both located along the southern 

shoreline of Lake Superior. 

This means that on most of my hikes in the Northwoods I’ll be seeing a different mix of species 

than birders who spend this same time in southern Wisconsin.  Who knows?  Maybe some 

birding in a boreal forest will finally yield my first-ever Boreal Chickadee!  

This month is s great time to gear up for fall and winter bird feeding.   The Lakeland Audubon 

Bird Sale is the place to begin to get your supply of seeds. Here are a few tips for a successful 

winter season of bird feeding: 

 Be sure to scrub all your feeders with a weak bleach/water mix before the feeding 

season begins, in order to reduce the prospect of disease; and occasionally clean 

each of your feeders throughout the course of the feeding season.    

           

 Be sure to employ a strategy of variety, recognizing that different species like 

different foods in different settings.  In other words, use a variety of seeds in a 

variety of feeders at a variety of heights.  You might, for example, put suet and 

peanuts in wire mesh baskets attached to the limbs and trunks of trees – for 

woodpeckers and nuthatches and Blue Jays … and nyjer seed in cloth mesh bags or 

tubes hanging from limbs – for American Goldfinches and Pine Siskins … and black oil 

sunflower seed (a seed preferred by the majority of birds) in hopper or roof-covered 

table-top feeders on poles (equipped with squirrel baffles!) – for Northern Cardinals 

and Black-capped Chickadees, as well as for woodpeckers and nuthatches … and 

mixed seed on the ground – for Mourning Doves, American Tree Sparrows and Dark-

eyed Juncos.    

                                                                                     

 Be sure to locate feeders so they can be easily seen from your favorite window(s), 

and so that you can try your hand at photographing the birds of winter. 

 

 Be sure to provide fresh water, and use a water heater to keep water ice-free on 

especially frigid days. 

 

 Be sure to furnish adequate cover from the elements and predators.  And make sure 

you keep you cat(s) indoors! 

   

Editor’s Note:  See page 4 for Wayne’s beautiful photo of a Rough-Legged Hawk.  

 



 

 Lakeland Audubon Society 

WILD BIRD SEED SALE 
Our birds prefer Lakeland Audubon bird seed! 

PLEASE NOTE: The bird seed we sell is high quality seed, grown this season, with no filler (milo) added. 

INSTRUCTIONS: 
 

Complete the order blank, below, 
and mail it by Wednesday, October 
11, 2017 along with your check, to: 
 

Dick Bowman 
283 Circle Parkway 

Williams Bay, WI  53191-9782 
 

Pick up your order between 10:00 
a.m. and 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, 
October 21, at Pesche’s 
Greenhouse, 3 miles west of Lake 
Geneva on Hwy. 50. 

Our annual bird seed sale is our major money-raising project.  The proceeds are used to 
pay for our lecture series, and to purchase “Audubon Adventure” kits, a grade 4-6 
environmental education program for our local schools. 
 
Lakeland Audubon Society donates “Audubon Adventure” kits to as many as 28 
classrooms in Williams Bay, Elkhorn, Lake Geneva, Trevor, Delavan, Fontana, Woods, 
Genoa City, and Whitewater   Teachers believe that “Audubon Adventures” is one of the 
best values in the education market. 
 
The per-classroom cost of “Audubon Adventures” kits is $43.  We would appreciate a 
$10.00 donation (or any amount) to help us continue and expand the “Audubon 
Adventures” program. 
 
GREAT News   We are able to reduce the price $2.00 per bag on our popular 
 
Audubon Mix.  All other prices remain the same as lsat year. 

                                                Seed Type                                               Size     Qty.     Price      Total 
 
LAKELAND AUDUBON MIX: Equal parts of peradovic sunflower                                50 lb.     _____     $26.00     $_____ 
seed, white prosso millet and cracked corn.  This mix is preferred by                          25 lb.     _____     $13.00     $_____ 
a wide range of birds. 
 
BLACK PERADOVIC SUNFLOWER SEED: Cardinals, chickadees,                          50 lb.     _____     $ 36.00     $_____ 
nuthatches, etc. prefer this seed – the favorite of most species.                              25 lb.     _____      $19.00     $_____ 
 
SUNFLOWER MEATS: Same as above, but hulled, for a no mess yard.                   50 lb.     _____     $64.00     $_____ 
                                                                                                                                     25 lb     _____      $35.00     $_____ 
NYJER (THISTLE) SEED: Attracts goldfinches, redpolls and pine         9 lb.     _____     $17.00     $_____ 
siskins.                           
CRACKED CORN: Economical seed for doves, juncos and other       25 lb.    _____     $8.00     $_____ 
ground feeders. 
 
WHITE PROSSO MILLET: This is the seed grain most preferred by        50 lb.   _____      $22.00     $_____ 
small birds, such as white-crowned and white-throated sparrows.                               25 lb    _____       $12.50     $_____ 
 
SAFFLOWER SEED: Attracts cardinals; squirrels dislike it.                   50 lb.     _____     $42.00    $_____   
                                                                                                                                     20 lb      _____      $18.50    $_____ 
 
SHELLED PEANUTS:                                                                                                   50 lb      _____     $45.00    $_____ 
                                                                                                                                      25 lb      _____     $26.00    $_____ 
 
               SUBTOTAL            $____________ 
 
               DONATION            $____________ 
 
               GRAND TOTAL      $____________ 
 
 
 
 

ENCLOSE YOUR CHECK, PAYABLE TO: 
 LAKELAND AUDUBON SOCIETY. 
 
Name: _____________________________________________ 
Amount of Check: $___________________________________ 
Address: ___________________________________________ 
City: ________________  State: _____  Zip Code: __________ 

Phone Number: _____________________________________ 

Thank 
You! 

ORDER FORM 
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Lakeland Audubon Society, Inc. 
Box 473 

Elkhorn, WI  53121 

The Chat is the newsletter of the Lakeland Audubon Chapter of the 
National Audubon Society, P.O. Box 473, Elkhorn, WI  53121.  
Subscription is $10 per year for printed copies sent by US mail.  

Lakeland Audubon Society  
Chapter Newsletter 

 
Please send me a printed copy of The Chat for $10.00 per 

calendar year or $1.00 per month. 
 

Name(s):_____________________________ 

Address:_____________________________ 

City:___________ State:___  Zip:_____-___ 

Telephone (optional): _________________ 

     E-mail (optional): ____________________ 

 

Send to:  LAS,  P.O. Box 473,  Elkhorn,  WI   53121 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

E-mail, Anyone?  
 
If you’d prefer to receive your copy of The Chat via e-mail, 
please contact “ lakelandaudubon@gmail.com”  and 
remember that e-mail saves paper and postage = $$$!  
Thanks! 

 

 

 

Rough-legged Hawk 
 

These beautiful hawks nest in the Arctic tundra and 

migrate down to Wisconsin and other states in the 

northern half of the country to spend the winter.   

They are often seen on Christmas Bird Counts.  

 


