
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

The Chat 
  
Lakeland Audubon Society                               March 2018 

Learn how to attract hummingbirds to your property, regardless of location.  This presentation, by 

Michael and Kathi Rock, includes both video clips and photos of hummingbirds at flowers and feeders in 

their own garden.  The Rocks will give basic information on hummingbird identification, the life and 

behavior of the Ruby-throated hummingbird, migration patterns, the best feeders for hummingbirds 

and how to maintain them, and reproduction and nesting.  The second half of the program identifies 

the best annual and perennial plants to include in your garden for hummingbirds and how to most 

effectively design a garden to attract hummingbirds. The couple will share several hummingbird-related 

door prizes with Audubon members attending this program. 

The Rocks, who live in urban Madison, have an outstanding hummingbird garden, which has been 

featured in many publications, including The Wisconsin State Journal, Birds and Blooms Magazine, and 

Midwest Living Magazine.  It has also been featured on Wisconsin Public Television in an episode of the 

Wisconsin Gardener program.  

  The program is scheduled for 7 pm at the Lions Field House in Williams Bay and is free and open to the public.   

  Refreshments will be served before and after the meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 27 Meeting  

GARDENING FOR HUMMINGBIRDS 

 

 

Directions 
The Lions Field House is located 

0.4 miles north of Geneva Street 

in Williams Bay on Highway 67.  

Turn on Stark Road on the west 

side of Highway 67, across from 

Kishwauketoe Nature 

Conservancy.  Turn right at the 

next intersection to go to the 

parking lot.  

 



 

Wisconsin’s Wetlands Deserve (More Legal Protection) Not Less 

 

Our state’s wetlands are under attack from land developers and the construction industry                                           

By Kevin Dickey, Conservation Chairman - Lakeland Audubon Society 

Wetlands are some of the most ecologically valuable land features in the world. They filter groundwater 

and gather water runoff, which greatly reduces flooding. When natural wetlands are removed from the 

landscape the very effective and free services they provide cease, often requiring man made facilities 

and infrastructure to be put in place. These facilities (often referred to as utilities) are very expensive to 

build, operate and maintain. When developers are permitted to fill in and build over wetlands it can 

cause major problems for the residents of an area, problems that the residents and taxpayers end up 

paying for. Eliminating natural wetlands can be a short term or immediate gain for a developer, but 

usually ends up being a long term pain and expense for an area's residents.   

Current regulations require that losses of natural wetlands be made up for or replaced by man made 

wetlands. This practice is referred to as wetland mitigation, meaning that the net loss of overall wetland 

is significantly reduced or there is no net loss at all. It looks good on paper and it can also look good from 

the road, but anyone who assumes a man made wetland is equal to one that occurs naturally is doing so 

with ignorance. Scientific studies have shown that man made wetlands often fail to perform all the 

functions that a natural wetland does. It’s also worth noting that man made or restored wetlands, often 

referred to as (project wetlands) take much longer to establish in colder climates then ones in warmer 

areas. Many project wetlands fail over time, as the management and maintenance of them is often 

neglected or non-existent. Researchers have stated that wetland creation is a relatively new practice 

and is more of an art than an exact science.  

 

With all this said, I’d like to bring up the legislation that has recently passed the state assembly: 

Assembly Bill 547. This bill will soon go to the state senate and if passed will reduce protections of 

wetlands in the state of Wisconsin. What’s threatened by this piece of legislation is approximately one 

million acres of isolated wetlands that are currently regulated by the Wisconsin Department of Natural 

Resources. Isolated wetlands are wetlands that are not connected to another waterway. The bill seeks 

to eliminate the permitting process in vaguely defined urban areas that are an acre or less in size. It also 

would exempt wetlands in rural or non-urban areas that are three acres or less in size. This bill clearly is 

meant to cater to special interests. It will allow developers and the construction industry to avoid 

oversight by the state and facilitate careless and irresponsible development of land. This irresponsible 

development will wipe out critical wildlife habitat and reduce biodiversity in our state. The construction 

industry as a whole has the means to build around wetlands and avoid eliminating them from our 

environment, it’s just more profitable in many instances to build over such habitats. 

       Continued next page 



 

I urge you readers to contact your state senator and tell them you are opposed to this legislation and would like 

them to vote against Assembly Bill 547. Links to contact information for your senator are listed below. 

 

Stephen L. Nass, Senate District 11  https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2017/legislators/senate/1519 

Janis A. Ringhand, Senate District 15  https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2017/legislators/senate/1522 

David Craig, Senate District 28  https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2017/legislators/senate/1646  

Van H.Wanggaard, Senate District 21  https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/legislators/senate/1531 

 
 

Birding in Our Neck of the Woods 
By Wayne Rohde 

 
March Madness.  For some it’s the NCAA basketball tournament.  For others, the continuing drama in the White 
House.  But for those of us who are poised to get back outdoors and enjoy the greatest show on earth --spring 
migration-- the real March Madness is the opening round of three successive months of birds streaming North 
again. 
 
This year the show began earlier than usual.  By the third week in February there was an uptick in the number of 
Canada Geese and Horned Larks, and prior to the end of February Turkey Vultures, Sandhill Cranes, Killdeers, 
American Robins, Red-winged Blackbirds and Common Grackles were on the move. 
 
Early in March Eastern Bluebirds and Eastern Meadowlarks return to our area.  By mid-March migrant Fox 
Sparrows and Rusty Blackbirds also make their way through southern Wisconsin, joined by summer residents 
such as Great Blue Herons and American Woodcock.  As March draws to a close Bonaparte’s Gulls, Yellow-bellied 
Sapsuckers and Hermit Thrushes push through our area, accompanied by still other summer residents such as 
Great Egrets, Wilson’s Snipes, Eastern Phoebes, Tree Swallows, and Field and Vesper Sparrows. 
 
  

 

As these and other species wing their way to and through Walworth County, remember that some of them 
(such as the robins in our backyards) are already setting up their nesting territories.  Provided that this year’s 
March, though projected to come in like a lion, will go out like a lamb, you might like to set up shop in a 
good, open spot at dusk, near the end of the month --when the weather is warmer, and the moon is full-- in 
order to take in the “winnowing” of a snipe and the sky dance of the “timberdoodle.”  And don’t forget to 
read (or re-read) Aldo Leopold’s stirring account in his A Sand County Almanac … just to put you in the mood 
for the woodcock’s antics. 
 

Yes, let the “madness” begin! 
 

 

Depending on when ice-out occurs, March is also prime time for 
many of our water-loving birds, including loons, grebes, swans, 
geese and ducks.  It’s also time to greet species such as Tundra 
Swans, which only make their appearance here during migration.  
And it’s time to keep our eyes open for Merlins, as they power 
their way to the Northwoods, as well as for two of our earliest 
shorebirds: Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs. 

 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2017/legislators/senate/1519
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2017/legislators/senate/1522
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2017/legislators/senate/1646
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/legislators/senate/1531
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Lakeland Audubon Society, Inc. 
Box 473 

Elkhorn, WI  53121 

The Chat is the newsletter of the Lakeland Audubon Chapter of the 
National Audubon Society, P.O. Box 473, Elkhorn, WI  53121.  

Subscription is $10 per year for printed copies sent by US mail. 
To unsubscribe, send request to:  LakelandAudubon@gmail.com 
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