
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

The Chat 
  
Lakeland Audubon Society                              May 2018 

The annual pizza party will be held at 6 pm before the presentation.   See details below. 

Ted Peters, Director of the Geneva Lake Environmental Agency, will give a presentation on water, lakes and 

specifically Geneva Lake.  The presentation will detail the research that the Geneva Lake Environmental Agency has 

been involved with over the last 20 years in an effort to better understand Geneva Lake.  Learn about the findings, 

what they mean and what the future of Geneva Lake looks to be.  Peters has been the Director of the Geneva Lake 

Environmental Agency for over 40 years during which he has been involved in numerous lake studies and the overall 

management of Geneva Lake. This program is scheduled for 7 pm at the Lions Field House in Williams Bay and is free 

and open to the public.  Refreshments will be served before and after the meeting.  See more on page 2. 

 

May 22 Meeting 

Pizza Party & Presentation on the State of Lake Geneva 

 

 

Directions 
The Lions Field House is located 0.4 

miles north of Geneva Street in 

Williams Bay on Highway 67.  Turn on 

Stark Road on the west side of 

Highway 67, across from 

Kishwauketoe Nature Conservancy.  

Turn right at the next intersection to 

go to the parking lot.  

 
$5 PIZZA PARTY AT 6 PM-MAY 22 (JUST BEFORE THE PROGRAM AT 7 PM) 

PIZZA SLICES-GREEN SALAD-BEVERAGE 
  
Please phone your order in by Monday May 21 to 262- 248-4535.  If no answer, please leave message: 
          Your name &  phone number.  Bring your payment to the meeting.  
  
 

 



Continued from Page 1. 

Speaker, Ted Peters, has an impressive resume with life-long experience in water-related 
issues.  A graduate of UW- Stevens Point with a degree in Water Management, Peters has been 
the president of the Linn Sanitary District for over 20 years and has been involved in addressing 
the drinking water and wastewater management of the district’s residents for over 25 
years.   Peters is also an adjunct at George Williams College where he teaches or has 
taught Limnology and Water Resources as a part of the College’s Environmental Science 
program.  He is a past president of the Environmental Education Foundation, which annually 
awards over $25,000 in scholarships to area schools and students.  In addition, he is on the 
Board of Director for the Geneva Lake Level Corporation which owns and operates the Geneva 
Lake outlet structures.    Peters and his wife live in the Town of Linn where they keep busy with 
their efforts at land restoration on their five acres.   
 
 

The Electric Companies have too Much Power 
 

Area utility providers are abusing their legal rights. 

 
By Kevin Dickey, Conservation Chair - Lakeland Audubon Society

 

We all have come to need reliable electric power in our modern way of life, but just how much 

should we have to sacrifice to continue having it? What if it meant you had to give up 

something you love or wouldn't want to live without? I know that sounds pretty black and 

white, maybe overly-simple, but that’s how I see the current situation regarding electric utility 

providers and how they are managing their right-of-ways or easements through both public and 

private property. The company that owns and operates the transmission lines in our area has 

adopted a “zero-vegetation” policy concerning maintenance of the land their lines run through. 

What that means is no trees, no shrubs, just mowed grass. Any tree that this company believes 

to pose a threat to their transmission lines is subject to removal. The company has said the 

main reasons for the shift in policy are reliability of service and safety for its workers. Those 

certainly are valid reasons for a change in policy, but how much really can be gained by going to 

a (in what I believe to be too stringent) “zero-vegetation” policy? Not enough, in my opinion 

when you consider the fact that it has never and will never be safe for someone to work on 

high-line power cables. Another fact is that wind force alone is enough to bring down power 

lines and the more trees that are removed from the landscape, the more wind velocity there 

will be, (history has proven that). It’s easy for the power companies to justify this trade-off 

when they don’t own the land, (just the easements) and they are not the ones who planted the 

trees. The losses in property values and overall aesthetics are also part of this equation that 

simply does not balance out.  

 



 

Continued from page 2 

What’s more is that a “zero-vegetation” or “no-vegetation policy for land management is not 

compatible with wildlife conservation efforts. Power utility companies usually run new lines through 

undeveloped areas to minimize conflicts with property owners. This practice disregards the habitat 

needs of birds and other wildlife, while best serving the interests of a “big for-profit company”. It is 

simply more profitable in some instances and easier for the utility company to manage it’s easements 

without having to worry about trimming any trees. But why should the interests of a big for-profit 

company, such as an electric company dictate how privately owned and public property be managed? 

Because the law permits it. In fact, when local elected officials challenged the company that owns and 

operates the electric lines in Walworth County about clear-cutting land without prior approval, they 

simply said they were exempt from such a requirement. The dispute ended up in court with a judge 

ruling in favor of the power transmission company. This begs the question: is the law or laws 

regulating public utilities written correctly when they put them above and beyond the authority of 

our elected officials? A public utility should be subject to the wishes and approval of the communities 

and municipalities that it serves, not the other way around. 

 

Editor’s Note:  A number of shrubland bird species are declining.  Powerline corridors could offer 

valuable habitat.  Power companies typically keep the land beneath the lines clear of trees by mowing 

and applying herbicides.    But, as I report in my book, Birdscaping in the Midwest:  “To reduce costs 

and objections to the health hazards of herbicides, some power companyies are now trying to 

establish thick shrubbry that is resistant to invasion by trees.  Studies of resulting shrubland corridors 

have found that they support a variety of birds, including a number of warbler species and White-eye 

Vireos and Field Sparrows.”  Such an approach would be a win-win for both shrubland birds and power 

companies.  

 

 

 

Hummingbirds are Back! 
 
The first hummingbirds arrived in my yard about a 
week ago and enjoyed sipping nectar from the feeder 
I had put up only a few days earlier on May 1.  Be 
sure to clean your feeders at least twice a week, even 
oftener if they are in the sun or in very hot weather. If 
you don’t have time to do this, it is best not to offer a 
feeder.  Native hummingbird flowers can be planted 
to instead of or as a supplement to feeders.   

 
Use dishwasher-safe hummingbird feeders or clean 
them regularly with dish soap and rinse well. If black 
around openings, use a recycled toothbrush to remove 
the mold. Some people use two feeders and alternate 
so hummers won't be out of nectar while one is 
cleaned. Use clear, fresh sugar-water solution (4 parts 
water to 1 part sugar); don't add red dye because it 
may be harmful. 
    Chat Editor, Mariette Nowak 

 

Ted Peters dives into his research on 
Geneva Lake. 
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Lakeland Audubon Society, Inc. 
Box 473 

Elkhorn, WI  53121 

The Chat is the newsletter of the Lakeland Audubon Chapter of the 
National Audubon Society, P.O. Box 473, Elkhorn, WI  53121.  

Subscription is $10 per year for printed copies sent by US mail. 
To unsubscribe, send request to:  LakelandAudubon@gmail.com 
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Ted Peters 
conducting 
research 
 on 
Geneva Lake. 


