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November	27	Program	

Whooping	Crane	Conservation	at	the	International	Crane	Foundation		
By	Lizzie	Condon,	Whooping	Crane	Outreach	Coordinator 

The	story	of	Whooping	Crane	conservation	is	dramatic.	In	this	talk,	Lizzie	will	give	a	brief	overview	of	the	history	of	
Whooping	Crane	populations	and	human	efforts	to	bring	this	species	back	from	the	brink	of	extinction.	This	will	include	
an	update	on	the	Eastern	Migratory	Population	reintroduction	project,	which	has	gone	through	many	changes	in	recent	
years.	She	will	also	talk	about	the	International	Crane	Foundation’s	ongoing	research	efforts	and	how	the	International	
Crane	Foundation	applies	scientific	knowledge	to	provide	working	conservation	solutions.	Recent	research	at	Necedah	
National	Wildlife	Refuge	in	Wisconsin	has	shed	more	light	on	why	this	flock	has	not	yet	become	self-sustaining,	and	
pointed	to	new	management	actions.	

Although	Whooping	Cranes	have	come	a	long	way	from	their	brush	with	extinction,	they	still	face	many	threats.	The	
survival	of	Whooping	Cranes	depends	on	the	actions	of	people—people	protecting	the	ecosystems	where	Whooping	
Cranes	live	and	people	living	in	harmony	with	the	birds.	Lizzie	is	working	to	create	communities	that	give	a	whoop	about	
Whooping	Cranes	through	using	social	marketing	tactics	to	raise	awareness	and	pride	in	these	beautiful	birds.	Lizzie	will	
explain	the	tactics	used	for	this	campaign,	which	she	worked	on	in	Alabama	and	Indiana.	

										The	program	is	scheduled	on	November	27	at	7	pm	at	the	Lions	Field	House	in	Williams	Bay	and	is	free	and	open	to	
the	public.		Refreshments	will	be	served	before	and	after	the	meeting.	

	

	

	

	

 

 

	

	

	

	

	

Directions	
The	Lions	Field	House	is	located	0.4	
miles	north	of	Geneva	Street	in	
Williams	Bay	on	Highway	67.		Turn	
on	Stark	Road	on	the	west	side	of	
Highway	67,	across	from	
Kishwauketoe	Nature	Conservancy.		
Turn	right	at	the	next	intersection	to	
go	to	the	parking	lot.		

	
Whooping	Crane	pair.	These	two	birds	were	raised	in	captivity	
and	released	into	the	wild	using	the	International	Crane	
Foundation’s	innovative	costume	rearing	technique.		



	
Valley	of	the	Kings	Sanctuary	and	Retreat	

Sunday,	November	18,	2018	at	Noon	
	

Mark	your	calendars	for	this	special	tour	for	Lakeland	Audubon	Society	members		The	Valley	of		the	
Kings	is	located	at	W7593	Town	Hall	Road,	Sharon,	Wisconsin.		For	those	wishing	to	carpool	to	the	
sanctuary,	we	will	be	meeting	at	the	Lions	Field	House	at	11:30	a.m.			

Valley	of	the	Kings	Sanctuary	and	Retreat	is	home	to	50	large	cats	and	other	animals.	For	over	30	years,	
the	Valley	of	the	Kings	has	been	home	to	tigers,	lions,	bears,	wolves,	farm	animals,	and	many	more	
animals	in	need	of	care	and	safety.	It	is	a	volunteer-run	facility	dedicated	to	the	care	and	well	being	of	
these	rescue	animals.		On	this	tour,	you’ll	learn	about	the	animals	and	their	heartrending	stories.		The	
Sanctuary	is	a	private,	non-profit,	tax-exempt	charity,	with	90%	of	its	funding	donated	by	the	public.		
Learn	more	about	this	unique	sanctuary	at	http://votk.org/pr	
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Surprised	by	a	Blackbird	
By	Wayne	Rohde	

This	fall,	while	camping	along	Lake	Superior’s	North	Shore,	we	saw	oodles	of	big,	black	birds.		And	it	will	
come	 as	 no	 surprise	 that	 these	 big,	 black	 birds	 included	 not	 only	 the	 American	 Crows	 which	 are	 so	
plentiful	 in	 southern	Wisconsin,	 but	 also	 the	 Common	 Ravens	 which	 are	 rightly	 associated	 with	 the	
remote	and	rugged	Northwoods.			
	
I’ve	always	enjoyed	the	vocalizations	and	antics	of	ravens.	 	Numerous	studies	have	demonstrated	that			
Corvids	 are	 among	 our	 most	 intelligent	 birds,	 and	 the	 commensal	 relationship	 between	 ravens	 and	
wolves	has	fascinated	me	for	quite	some	time.	
	
But	 crows	 and	 ravens	 are	 not,	 as	 all	 birders	 realize,	 our	 only	 or	 even	 best-known	 black	 birds.	 	 That	
distinction	 undoubtedly	 goes	 to	members	 of	 the	 blackbird	 family:	 the	 Icterids.	 	 Now	 I’ll	 immediately	
grant	that	(1)	not	all	small,	black	birds	are	blackbirds	at	all	(think	starlings),	and	(2)	not	all	members	of	
the	 blackbird	 family	 are	 black	 by	 way	 of	 dominant	 coloration	 (think	 meadowlarks	 with	 their	 bright	
yellow	breasts,	and	bobolinks	with	their	large	white	wing	patches,	and	orioles	with	their	showy	orange	
or	 brick-red	 patches).	 	 Indeed,	 even	 Red-winged	 Blackbirds	 and	 Yellow-headed	 Blackbirds	 possess,	 as	
their	 most	 flashy	 colors,	 prominent	 red	 wings	 and	 yellow	 heads,	 respectively	 …	 despite	 their	 largely	
black	bodies.		(Isn’t	it	nice	that	some	birds,	unlike	the	Purple	Finch,	are	aptly	named	in	this	regard?)	
	
Nevertheless,	and	despite	 the	 fact	 that	some	blackbirds	 feature	 iridescent	purple	and	green	sheens,	a	
few	of	our	blackbirds	appear	to	be	pretty	much	…	black.		(I	suppose	this	is	the	counterpart	of	our	native	
sparrows,	which	are	pretty	much	…	brown,	as	in	“little	brown	jobs”).		The	fact	that	a	number	of	species	
share	 this	 predominant	 black	 coloration	 poses	 an	 identification	 challenge	 to	 birders.	 	 Yet	 as	 a	 young	
birder	 I	 learned	 that	 the	 relative	 size	 differences	 among	 these	 species,	 along	with	 the	 proportionate	
length	 of	 their	 tails	 with	 respect	 to	 their	 bodies,	 helped	 me	 figure	 out	 which	 blackbird	 was	 which:	
cowbirds	were	the	smallest,	with	fairly	short	tails;	grackles	were	the	largest,	with	long,	keel-shaped	tails;	
and	the	Brewer’s	and	Rusty	Blackbirds	--much	like	Red-wings--	were	somewhere	in	the	middle. 



	
	

Wayne’s	Surprise	Blackbird	
	
	
I	 have	 no	 intention	 of	 assisting	 readers	 in	 the	 tricky	matter	 of	 distinguishing	 these	 latter	
two	 species	 from	 one	 another	 in	 this	 particular	 article.	 	 That	 is,	 perhaps,	 another	
assignment	 for	 another	 day.	 	 No,	 I	 simply	want	 to	 share	 a	 quick	 story	 about	 a	 blackbird	
which	 surprised	me	 this	past	October:	 a	 single	blackbird	 --a	Rusty	Blackbird--	which	was	
foraging	 at	 close	 range	 on	 a	 cold,	 windy,	 rainy	 day	 while	 we	 were	 camped	 next	 to	 the	
world’s	 largest	 freshwater	 lake,	 about	 half	 way	 between	 Duluth	 and	 Grand	 Portage,	
Minnesota.		A	day	when	I’d	really	hoped	to	get	out	and	hike	to	yet	another	waterfall.	
	
Although	 I’ve	 seen	 Rusty	 Blackbirds	 on	many	 occasions,	 particularly	 in	 wooded	 swamps	
during	fall	migration,	when	large	flocks	can	be	seen	perched	in	trees,	and	detected	by	their	
loud	 “squeaky	 hinge”	 vocalizations,	 this	 species	 has	 experienced	 a	 significant	 decline	 in	
population	 in	 recent	 decades.	 	 So	 to	 see	 this	 lone	 yellow-eyed	 individual	was	 a	 surprise,	
indeed	a	pleasant	surprise,	in	several	ways:	I	hadn’t	expected	to	see	a	Rusty,	this	one	was	all	
by	 itself,	 it	was	 nowhere	 near	 a	wooded	 swamp,	 and	 it	 remained	 under	 a	 shrub	 at	 fairly	
close	range	–	lingering	there	for	quite	some	time,	thus	allowing	me	to	fetch	my	camera	and	
capture	a	few	images	of	this	beautiful	blackbird.	
	
Perhaps	 this	 story	 doesn’t	 seem	 like	 much	 of	 a	 story	 to	 you.	 	 Perhaps	 it	 isn’t!	 	 But	 for	
someone	who	was	largely	confined	to	his	camper	on	one	otherwise	miserable	weather	day,	
that	Rusty	Blackbird	was	one	mighty	fine	surprise.		And	another	reminder	that	birds,	even	
black	birds,	can	brighten	our	days	
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Tips for your Yard 

From NWF Backyard Habitat Ohio Nature Scoop Newsletter 

- Put down the rake: don't throw out next year's butterflies. Leave the leaves - place whole leaves 
underneath trees  and in your garden for cover. 

- Increase the number of bird feeders because birds increase food consumption as the temperature drops 

- Save fall pruning and pile it in a corner organized into a brush pile to create cover, if regulations allow. 

- Leave plants standing until spring 

 

 

The Chat is the newsletter of the Lakeland Audubon Chapter of the National Audubon Society, P.O. Box 473, Elkhorn, WI 

53121. Subscription is $10 per year for printed copies sent by US mail. To unsubscribe, send request to: 

LakelandAudubon@gmail.com 


