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January 22 Program
The History of the Kishwauketoe Nature Conservancy
By Harold Friestad, Chairman of the KNC Board

The Kishwauketoe property was purchased in 1989 and was dedicated “To the Children of Tomorrow”. The
Potawatomi Indians originally inhabited the land and the name Kishwauketoe is based on the Potowatomi
word loosely translated as “Clear Water” or “Lake of the Sparkling Water’, a fitting name for its location
adjacent to Geneva Lake. Over the years, dedicated volunteers have achieved an amazing amount of work on
the property including the restoration of over 65 acres of prairie; the clearing and maintenance of 4 miles of
trail; the planting of an Arboretum near the Harris Road entrance to the conservancy; construction of a 2 story
viewing tower; removal of invasive species; planting of trees, shrubs, and wildflowers; and annual burns to
keep invasives in check. The Kishwauketoe wetland is the largest intact wetland remaining in the Geneva Lake
Watershed with two large Geneva Lake tributary streams, Harris and Southwick, meandering through the
property. An astounding 565,000,000 gallons of water flow from these streams into the lake each year!
The program is scheduled on January 22 at 7 pm at the Lions Field House in Williams Bay and is free and open
to the public. Refreshments will be served before and after the meeting.

Directions
The Lions Field House is located 0.4
miles north of Geneva Street in
Williams Bay on Highway 67. Turn
on Stark Road on the west side of
Highway 67, across from
Kishwauketoe Nature Conservancy.
Turn right at the next intersection to
go to the parking lot.

Support bird conservation with the purchase of a Duck Stamp
By Kevin Dickey, Chapter President - Lakeland Audubon Society

You probably have heard in the past how good it is for conservation when somebody buys a
Federal Duck Stamp. When you consider the effectiveness and efficiency of the program, it’s
likely the most successful conservation funding effort in history. The program has enabled the
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service to buy more than six million acres of land for habitat conservation
by netting approximately one billion dollars from sales. Land that is acquired by the program
becomes part of the National Wildlife Refuge System (NWRS).
The Duck Stamp, with its official name being the Migratory Bird Hunting and Conservation Stamp was
started in 1934. Hunters that are sixteen years of age or older are required by law to have a valid duck
stamp in order to pursue waterfowl in the U.S. The stamps, which are also purchased by non-hunters,
provide free admission to National Wildlife Refuges. All National Wildlife Refuges are open to the public.
More information about this can be found online at: www.recreation.gov.
Artwork for the stamp is decided by the annual “Federal Duck Stamp Contest”. Winning this contest is a
prestigious honor among wildlife artists around country. Last year’s winner and whose artwork is on this
year’s stamp, was Robert Hautman of Delano, MN. He’s won the contest twice before and his two
brothers, James and Joseph have won numerous times. To view their award winning artwork, visit the
website: www.hautman.com.

For those looking to purchase the stamp, they
are available at most U.S. Post Offices, sporting
good stores and at National Wildlife Refuges at a
cost of $25. They are also available online at:
www.usps.gov and www.fws.gov. The Junior
Duck Stamp, which supports conservation
education, is also available at both the
aforementioned websites at a cost of $5.
Incoming Mallards
2018-2019 Federal Duck Stamp
by Robert Hautman

Lawn Alternatives for the Midwest
Think about your lawn differently, and learn how to create lawns and lawn-like spaces in your
landscape that promote biodiversity. Dan Carter, Ph.D. is Principal-Specialist Biologist at the
Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission, will give this presentation which is
sponsored by the Kettle Moraine Chapter of Wild Ones. The public is welcome to attend this
free program scheduled for January 19, 2019 at 10 a.m. at the South Kettle Moraine State
Forest headquarters in Eagle. Refreshments will be available.

“Owls & Owling”

Dedicated to three of our grandchildren: Winslow, Hazel and Finnegan
By Wayne Rohde
By my count, a dozen species of owls occur in the State of Wisconsin.
Some, like the Great Horned Owl, Barred Owl and Eastern Screech-Owl, are widespread and common residents throughout the
calendar year. Others, like the Snowy Owl, Short-eared Owl and Northern Saw-whet Owl, are less common, but may be spotted in
southern Wisconsin during the winter months. Still others, like the Great Gray Owl, Northern Hawk Owl and Boreal Owl, may be
present in the Badger State during irruption years in winter, though they are very uncommon and are generally found only in the
northern portion of the state. On occasion, however, the magnificent Great Gray Owl may wander as far south as southern
Wisconsin, such as the one that hung out for a few days in Middleton in 2015. The remaining owls, including the Barn Owl,
Burrowing Owl and Long-eared Owl, are very rare, and thus they are much more difficult to locate.
Because the majority of owls are nocturnal, their presence is most frequently detected by their vocalizations. During our recent
Lake Geneva Christmas Bird Count I was fortunate to come across three species, including two --a Barred Owl and a pair of Eastern
Screech-Owls-- which I heard long before sunrise (I saw the other --a Great Horned Owl-- a few hours after sun-up). I’m quite sure
the Barred Owl responded to my hoots, and I’m positive that two Eastern Screech-Owls did: within less than a minute of parking
along some appropriate wooded habitat and simulating this owl’s vocalization, two birds quickly flew within a few feet of my car and
began trilling. The three of us carried on our trio for about ten minutes in the dark!
Owlers are known for their ability to call in owls. Although they may utilize field recordings of owls to do so, it’s also possible to
successfully imitate the vocalizations of owls and thereby entice them to come closer. Both the Great Horned Owl and the Barred
Owl are well-known for their hooting. The former, with its low and booming notes, is known as the “five hooter,” and its calls may
be rendered, “Hoo, hoo, hoooo … hoooo, hoooo.” The latter, with its higher and lively notes, can be remembered by the mnemonic,
“Who cooks for you? Who cooks of you’all?” By way of contrast, the Eastern Screech-Owl is very un-owl-like, in that its notes
resemble the whinny of a horse. My undignified method of mimicking the calls of this diminutive owl is to get a little spittle on the
top of my tongue, tilt my head back (without swallowing), and then whistle through the spittle – generally with a descending whistle.

Winslow (3 years old), his sister Hazel (2 years old) and their cousin Finnegan (nearly 3 years old), three of our seven grandchildren,
are my rather fanatical fellow owlers. Winslow thrills to the spine-tingling scream of the Barn Owl, Hazel --who is absolutely crazy
about all things owls (she loves the books Little Owl’s Day, Little Owl’s Night and Little Owl’s Snow … as well as her field guide to
hawks and owls, along with the owl photos we gave her on her second birthday!)-- does a nearly perfect rendition of the Great
Horned Owl, and Finnegan especially enjoys the humorous notes and antics of the Barred Owl. Whenever they visit us, the three of
these owl fans invariably find me in my office to look at my owl photos … and to show off their ability to emulate the vocalizations of
each of these owls. What a hoot!
Of course any of our owls may be seen during daylight hours, and that’s a particularly good time to look for Snowy and Great Gray
Owls. Short-eared Owls, on the other hand, are most often seen early in the morning or late in the afternoon, since these owls,
which inhabit the same open habitat as Northern Harriers, are crepuscular in their habits. Recommended locations close to home
for seeing Short-eared Owls include the Turtle Valley Wildlife Area, the Bong State Recreation Area, and the Southern Kettle
Moraine’s Scuppernong Springs Prairie. Horicon Marsh also provides good opportunities to find both Snowy and Short-eared Owls.
But what about you? Are you as intrigued by owls as my three little buddies? Whether you get out by day or by night, I urge you to
accept the Winslow/Hazel/Finnegan challenge: get outside, and look for and listen to the owls. You just might get hooked on owling
too!
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