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Bobcat - The Na4ve Cat
By Jennifer Kuroda

Bobcats, named for their short, bobbed tail, are about twice the size of a common house cat.
They use their keen sight and hearing to hunt rabbits, squirrels, small rodents and some birds.
They are mostly nocturnal, reclusive animals that prefer forested or wooded areas. Once
hunted almost to exBncBon in the Midwest, bobcats have been making a comeback over the
past 40 years.
Jennifer Kuroda, founder of the Illinois Bobcat FoundaBon, will present this program. In this
talk, Jennifer will cover every facet of the elusive cats, including history, biology, predator
percepBon and management. She will also include informaBon about the ongoing bobcat
populaBon study by Dr. Chris Jacques at Western Illinois University.
This program is scheduled on Tuesday March 24 at 7 pm at the Lions Field House in Williams Bay
and is free and open to the public. Refreshments will be served before and aRer the meeBng
Direc4ons
The Lions Field House is located 0.4 miles north
of Geneva Street in Williams Bay on Highway 67.
Turn on Stark Road on the west side of Highway
67, across from Kishwauketoe Nature
Conservancy. Turn right at the next intersecBon
to go to the parking lot.

Le<: American Bobcat

Upcoming Program – Mark your Calendars!
April 28, 2020: Michael Edmonds - “Taking Flight”

Bird Walks at Big Foot
Saturdays, throughout the year (9:00 – 11:00 AM)
Join us for a Bird Walk near the shores of beau9ful Geneva Lake. We will follow the park’s trails
while on the lookout for birds and other wildlife. Meet in the main parking area to the right of
the entrance sta9on a liBle before 9:00 AM. A state park s9cker ($28, $13 if age 65 or older) or
daily pass ($8, $3 if age 65 or older) is required to enter Big Foot Beach State Park.
Contact: Kevin Dickey – email or 1 (262) 729-9702
Loca9on: Big Foot Beach State Park – N1550 S Lakeshore Dr, Lake Geneva, WI

Annual Midwest Crane Count

Saturday, April 18, 2020
5:30 AM - 7:30 AM
(Throughout the Upper Mid-West)

Each year in mid-April, over 1,000 volunteers travel to their local wetlands and favorite birding
loca9ons to par9cipate in the Crane Count. This annual survey of Sandhill and Whooping Cranes
spans over 90 coun9es in six states of the upper Midwest (Wisconsin and por9ons of Illinois,
Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, and Minnesota).
To par9cipate in the Crane Count you ﬁrst need to contact your County Coordinator to be
assigned a site and receive addi9onal instruc9ons. Click here to view the lis9ng of county
coordinators. See Counter Informa9on to download your data sheet, instruc9ons for entering
your data, and other useful links. If your county is not involved and you are interested in
becoming a County Coordinator, contact the Interna9onal Crane Founda9on’s Crane Count
Coordinator at 608-356-9462.
For those wishing to par9cipate in the Southern Walworth County area please contact us
(Lakeland Audubon Society) to be assigned a speciﬁc loca9on to count in.

Canvasback, followed by a Lesser
Scaup.
Photo taken by Wayne Rohde along the
Mississippi River shoreline in Prairie de
Chien this March.

LAKELAND AUDUBON SOCIETY

Native Plant Sale

Order Form

2020 Chapter fundraiser

Orders are due by May 1, 2020
(Payment must be included)

Order date:

Customer Information

Mail to: Lakeland Audubon Society
P.O. Box 473
Elkhorn, WI 53121

Name:
Address:
City, State, Zip:
Contact number:
Email Address:

Quantity
of Plants

Plant Species

Heath Aster
New England Aster
Wild Columbine
Lavender Hyssop
Purple Prairie Clover
Wild Burgamot
Black-eyed Susan
Prairie Blazing Star
Rough Blazing Star
Showy Goldenrod
Common Milkweed
Swamp Milkweed
Cup Plant
Total Number of Plants (minimum of 4)

X 8.00 = $
Order Pick-up:

Total Amount Due

+Donation of: $

=$

Orders need to be picked up at the Lions Field House (270 Elkhorn Road, Williams Bay, WI) before
our chapter meeting on Tuesday, May 26, 2020 from 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM.
"No Exceptions"

Warbler Vocaliza-ons (Part 2)
By Wayne Rohde

When seeking to learn the skills necessary for iden-fying birds by their songs, it’s vital that birders pay aAen-on
to (1) the components, (2) the character, and (3) the classiﬁca/on of bird songs.
By the components of bird song, I’m alluding to the frequency, tempo, and volume of the music of the birds.
Frequency refers to the pitch of a bird’s notes, and thus to whether its notes are low (e.g., Mourning Warbler;
Northern Waterthrush), high (e.g., Blackpoll; Bay-breasted, Blackburnian, and Cape May Warblers), or
somewhere in between. But it’s also important to realize that the pitch of some species ascends (e.g., Northern
Parula; Blackburnian, Cerulean, Prairie, and Tennessee Warblers), while that of others descends (e.g., Mourning
Yellow-throated Warblers; Louisiana and Northern Waterthrushes). Furthermore, s-ll other songs may rise in
pitch and then fall (Orange-crowned Warbler).
Tempo refers to the speed or pace of a bird’s notes: slow, fast, or in between. And some songs accelerate (e.g.,
Cerulean, Nashville and Tennessee Warblers), whereas others decelerate. Indeed, s-ll other songs may ini-ally
speed up but then slow down (e.g., Orange-crowned Warbler).
Volume refers to the loudness or “punch” of a bird’s notes: soW (e.g., Palm and Yellow-rumped Warblers), loud
(e.g., Ovenbird; Canada, Connec-cut, Kentucky, Mourning, Prothonotary, and Tennessee Warblers; Louisiana and
Northern Waterthrushes), or in between. Some songs grow in loudness (e.g., Ovenbird), while others fade. In
point of fact, some even strengthen and then weaken (e.g., Blackpoll; Orange-crowned Warbler)!
As for the character of bird song, I’m thinking of the fact that the quali-es of songs diﬀer from one another.
Song Sparrows, for example, sing on a major key, while Vesper Sparrows sing on a minor key. And whereas
Worm-ea-ng Warblers, much like Chipping Sparrows, have a mechanical trill, Pine Warblers have a sweet trill –
even as Sedge Wrens have a dry raAle whereas Marsh Wrens have a liquid raAle.
Finally, as to the classiﬁca/on of bird song, just as one may be reminded of the hoo-ng of owls, and the raAling
of kingﬁshers, and the drumming of woodpeckers, and the tremolos and wails and yodels of loons, etc., we
should note that most warbler songs consists of either buzzes or trills or cha8ers or whistles.
Buzzy songs are not unique to warblers, of course. Many of our na-ve sparrows also have insect-like buzzes
(e.g., the dry “Buzz, buzz, buzz” of the Clay-colored Sparrow). But more than a handful of warblers also have
“buzzy” songs, yet they are readily dis-nguishable from one another: (1) the Blue-winged Warbler sings a very
simple “Bee-buzz” (much like an inhale and exhale – with the second note lower in pitch; (2) the Golden-winged
Warbler sings a slightly more complex, higher-pitched and faster-paced “Bee-buzz, buzz, buzz;” (3) the Blackthroated Green Warbler sings two songs: “Zee, zee, zee, zoo, zeee” and “Zooo, zeee, zoo, zoo, zeee” (“zee” notes
higher and “zoo” notes lower; with the ﬁrst song being faster-paced than the second one); (4) the Black-throated
Blue Warbler sings a slow and lazy, “Zur, zur, zur, zur, zreee” (rising in pitch, and oWen rendered “I … am … so …
la-zy”); (5) the Cerulean Warbler sings a somewhat similar song, but generally much faster, with three (rather
than two) segments, and with the ﬁnal notes rising to a very high pitch; (6) the Northern Parula sings a rising
“Zeeeeeeeee-yup” with the last note snapping over the top; and (7) the Prairie Warbler sings a “Zee, zee, zee,
zee, zee, zee, zee” – with each successive “zee” ascending the musical scale.
Trills are not unique to warblers either (e.g., the sewing machine-like trill of the Chipping Sparrow). Yet at least
ﬁve warblers trill, and each is dis-nc-ve: (1) the Worm-ea-ng Warbler has a high-pitched mechanical trill (very
much like a “Chippy”); (2) the Pine Warbler has a high-pitched but sweeter and slower trill; (3) the Orangecrowned Warbler has a medium-pitched trill with rises and falls in pitch, pace and punch; (4) the Palm Warbler
has a lower, slower, weak “Zurr, zurr, zurr, zurr, zurr” trill; and (5) the Yellow-rumped Warbler has a lower, slower,
junco-like, two-part trill – with the second part oWen lower-pitched than the ﬁrst part.
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Join our chapter leaders on a field trip to the Buena
Vista Grasslands area in Central Wisconsin. We
will look for Greater Prairie Chickens and other
species of birds that inhabit this large conservation
property. We will meet at the Lions Field House on
Tuesday, April 21 at 8:00 AM and depart shortly
thereafter. Our return time will be sometime in the
evening of the following day. If interested, please
contact us for more information.

Secretary
Dale Jefchak (262) 723-3025
Christmas Bird Count
Lisa Grandbur (262) 275-5808
Newsletter
Mariette Nowak (262) 642-2352
Education
(volunteer needed)
Bird Seed Sale
(volunteer needed)
Conservation
(volunteer needed)
Hospitality
Kathy Wisniewski (262) 949-4174

Above: American Bobcat

Field Trips
(volunteer needed)

The Chat is the newsletter of the Lakeland Audubon

Publicity
(volunteer needed)

Elkhorn, WI 53121. Subscription is $15 per year for

Chapter of the National Audubon Society, P.O. Box 473,
printed copies sent by US mail.

