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Kestrels in the Hood
By Najada Davis
Bird watchers and wildlife enthusiasts are intrigued by birds that decide to nest in an urban environment.
The struggle for life in a place where we normally would not expect, has a certain appeal to it. So when a
pair of American Kestrels took up residence at Cleveland, Ohio’s busy West Side Market, filmmaker and
media producer Najada Davis documented their story, a project that became known as: Kestrels in the
Hood.
A media producer by trade , Najada owns and operates a production company in Cleveland , OH called
Royalty In The Making LLC. He is an alumnus of Cleveland State University and Lakeland Community
College. Having a passion for choosing original ideas for projects such as: music videos, commercials and
wedding videos has enabled him to tell genuine stories with high a high level of creativity.
Registration is required to join this online video meeting. Please click on the link below to complete and
submit the registration form.
Register Here!
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Crossing Paths With Crossbills
By Kevin Dickey
Late one mourning while I was walking one of the trails at Big Foot Beach State Park, I was given quite a
surprise. Heading in a North-easterly direction, I noticed a small flock of birds flying just above the trees
towards the North-west. They flew overhead and suddenly landed in a bare deciduous tree like they had
planned it beforehand. At first, I thought they were Goldfinches, but when I looked at them through my
binoculars, I noticed something different about them. For one thing these birds were a bit larger then
Goldfinches. After looking at them a little longer, I noticed a few of them were red in color. With that, I
though they were probably House Finches, but then I noticed a couple of them had plumage that was
yellowish and somewhat streaky. At this point, I was pretty sure that I was looking at Crossbills, but
which ones?
There happen to be two species of Crossbills that inhabit North America. These include the Red Crossbill
and the White-winged Crossbill. I'd been lucky enough to see a female White-winged Crossbill at a
feeder in my backyard a few years ago, but never the Red Crossbill. The White-winged Crossbill gets it's
name from the two white wing bars that are on it's black wings. The Red Crossbill lacks these wing bars,
but otherwise looks vary similar. As it were, the birds that I saw on that mourning didn't have any white
wing bars, telling me that I'd finally crossed paths with a Red Crossbill. Six to be exact (four males and
two females). Seeing both the male and female of a species together like that for the first time was
definitely a treat. The one thing that stood out, other than this birds unique feeding behavior, was the
bright rump patches that showed conspicuously for both the male (red) and female (yellow).
As you may have guessed, Crossbills have bills that cross at the tips. This is an adaption that enables
them to pry open cones and forage on the seeds of various coniferous tress, such as: Pines, Spruces,
Hemlock and Tamarack. Throughout the world, there are six species of Crossbills, the smallest of which,
occur in North America. Also worth noting, is a medieval legend that is quite interesting and vary
sentimental to those of a certain faith.
For those who are interested, I've included the following link: leesbird.com
Click on the links below that are by the photos to learn more about each of the species.

ANNUAL SPRING PUBLIC
HEARING AND COUNTY
MEETING
Wisconsin Conservation Congress

Red Crossbill (male)

Red Crossbill (female)

The Wisconsin DNR will have the
county meetings online again, due to
the pandemic. Don't let this stop you
from letting the DNR hear your voice.
Get to a computer or pick up your
smart-phone and go online to
complete the questionnaire.
The time for submitting your input
starts April 12 at 7:00 PM and ends
April 15 at 7:00 PM (72 hours).
Go to the Wisconsin DNR website for
more details and to complete the
questionnaire

dnr.wisconsin.gov
White-winged Crossbill (male)

White-winged Crossbill (female)

Annual Midwest Crane Count
Saturday, April 17, 2021
5:30 - 7:30 AM
(Throughout the Upper Mid-West)
Each year in mid-April, over 1,000 volunteers travel to their local wetlands and favorite birding
locations to participate in the Crane Count. This annual survey of Sandhill and Whooping Cranes
spans over 90 counties in six states of the upper Midwest (Wisconsin and portions of Illinois, Indiana,
Iowa, Michigan, and Minnesota).
To participate in the Crane Count you first need to contact your County Coordinator to be assigned a
site and receive additional instructions. Click here to view the listing of county coordinators. See
Counter Information at: www.savingcranes.org to download your data sheet, instructions for entering
your data, and other useful links. If your county is not involved and you are interested in becoming a
County Coordinator, contact the International Crane Foundation’s Crane Count Coordinator at 608356-9462.
For those wishing to participate in the Southern Walworth County area please contact us (Lakeland
Audubon Society) to be assigned a specific location to count in.

Whooping Crane

Sandhill Crane

Join Our Board!
We are looking to fill some positions on our board that have been vacant for quite some time. If
you or someone you know would like to get more involved with our chapter and help it succeed
as a volunteer board member, then please don't hesitate to contact us. The following positions
are currently open.
Bird Seed Sale
Conservation
Field Trips
Newsletter
Programs
Publicity

LAKELAND AUDUBON SOCIETY INC.
P.O. Box 473
Elkhorn, WI 53121
lakelandaudubon.com
(262) 729-9702

Upcoming Bird Walks

President
Kevin Dickey (262) 889-4262
Vice President
Susan Seefeld (262) 537-4921

March 20 and 27
9:00 - 11:00 AM
Big Foot Beach State Park
N1550 S Lakeshore Drive, Lake Geneva, WI
April 3, 10 and 24
9:00 - 11:00 AM
Big Foot Beach State Park
N1550 S Lakeshore Drive, Lake Geneva, WI

Treasurer
Mike Wisniewski (262) 949-4174

H
Secretary
Dale Jefchak (262) 723-3025
Christmas Bird Count
Lisa Grandbur (262) 275-5808
Newsletter
(volunteer needed)
Education
(volunteer needed)
Bird Seed Sale
(volunteer needed)
Conservation
(volunteer needed)
Hospitality
Kathy Wisniewski (262) 949-4174
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Field Trips
(volunteer needed)
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